Extravascular proteolysis and the nervous system: serine protease/serpin balance.
Widely recognized as components of the blood coagulation cascade, serine proteases and their natural inhibitors, specific serpins known as the protease nexins, also regulate the maintenance of normal function in the nervous system. Increasingly, evidence has accumulated as to regulation of their synthesis and functional roles within both the CNS and peripheral nervous system. Our review focuses on the localization and activity of TH and PN I in the nervous system, as well as on the impact of the protease/inhibitor balance for the pathogenesis of neurodegenerative disorders such as AD.